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4 BEO -  0 1  I GCSE   BENGALI  –  CHI EF EXAMI NER’S REPORT –  Ju n e 2 0 1 5  

 

 

Gen er al  com m en t s 

 

A good proport ion of candidates performed well and scored high marks in the paper for 

the June 2015 I nt .GCSE Bengali paper. The demand of the paper is comparable with the 

June 2014 paper.  

 

Candidates had every opportunit y to produce good and proper t ranslat ions. Some key 

words and phrases helped to discr im inate between good and adequate performance of 

the candidates. A number of outstanding pieces of t ranslat ions including examples of 

cont inuous pieces of writ ings were evident  from a number of responses. 

 

 

Qu est ion  1  

 

Most  candidates were able to t ranslate at  least  3 sentences without  any diff iculty, and 

scored full marks. However, 1(b)  and 1(d)  proved to be diff icult  by a considerable 

number of candidates who st ruggled to t ranslate ap p l icat ion  f o r m  on 1(b) ;  m at ch  and 

p ost p on e  on 1 ( d ) . I t  was also evident  that  a number of candidates did not  have a good 

grasp of applying the speech marks appropriately. 

 

 

 

Qu est ion  2  

  

This quest ion was about  obesity. Generally the t ransm ission of this passage by most 

candidates was well throughout  the passage except  that  only a very small number of 

candidates st ruggled with the Bengali meanings of words such as ‘com m u t er s ’,  

‘p r om ot ion al  ev en t s’ , and ‘socia l  r ev o lu t ion ’  and used their t ransliterat ions. I t  is 

interest ing to note that  some candidates were confused with the words ‘ com m u t er s’  

and ‘p op u lar ’  where they used their meanings as com p u t er s  and f am ou s respect ively. 

Nevertheless, the more able candidates performed this task quite well and scored very 

good marks.  

 

 

Qu est ion  3  

 

This quest ion was about  Aeronaut ical Engineering course in Bangladesh. The candidates 

generally performed well in t ransm it t ing the passage. However, the majority of the 

candidates had st ruggled to t ranslate the passage correct ly and fully. I n some cases, 

candidates were unable to put  the correct  meanings of Bengali words such as ‘b im an  

p r ok ou sh o l i ’ , ‘Ban g lad esh  k ar ig or y  o  p r ok ou sh o l  b isy ab id d aloy ’ , ‘ su t t h am d eh i ’ , 

and ‘m ad h y am ik ’ , they used either their t ransliterat ions or inappropriate words.  

 

 



Qu est ion  4  

 

The essay opt ions 4 a  and 4 d  were well responded by able candidates. However, 4 b  and 

4 c  were well responded by the majority students. The able candidates put  their v iew 

points, feelings, and thoughts coherent ly and sequent ially giv ing their j ust if icat ions 

followed by displaying facts and informat ion, hence scored good marks.  Only a very 

small number of the candidates had wr it ten essay less than the required number of 

words.  

 

 

There was a requirement  of an ant icipat ion of facts, good flow, analysis of points of v iew 

and opinion/ s. Unfortunately, it  was not  evident  amongst  average candidates in general. 

On quite a few occasions, responses were mainly descr ipt ive. Also not  very many 

candidates used high level vocabulary or idiomat ic phrases or expressions.  The 

manipulat ion of languages was often very basic. The use of syntax and wrong use of verb 

forms, m ismatching of verb endings gave the amount  of common spelling errors 

highlighted as if it  was the second language for a number of students, so they scored less 

than expected. On the other hand, candidates who fulf illed these criter ia and displayed a 

coherent  piece of writ ing displaying a var iety of st ructures, a range of vocabulary, 

obviously scored the top range marks.  

 

  

Con clu sion  

 

The overall performances of able candidates showed that  the standard of literacy 

including the t ransm ission skills to and from  the target  language has im proved on several 

occasions. I t  was due to the fact  that  a number of cent res have embedded appropriate 

exam techniques required for this exam inat ion.  However, less able students’ 

performances on average were not  as good as expected. I t  was due to their lack of good 

grasp of the grammat ical knowledge in both English and in the target  language, 

inabilit ies to display a range of st ructures and phrases, manipulat ion of tense concepts /  

t ime frames and common spelling errors. Also, wide displays of t ransliterated words /  

phrases were evident  in the students’ performances across the board. 

 
 

      
 

 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

Gr ad e Bou n d ar ies 

 

Grade boundaries for this, and all other papers, can be found on the website on this 

link:  

ht tp: / / www.edexcel.com/ iwant to/ Pages/ grade-boundaries.aspx 
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